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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6-8, 10 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Schuetzle (US 6,762,791). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1 , Schuetzle discloses a method of processing image data, 
comprising: providing an image capturing apparatus (Figure 1 , Item 30); providing a 
host device for receiving image data generated by the image capturing apparatus 
(Figure 1, Item 20); targeting an image to be captured with the image capturing 
apparatus; generating first image data representing the targeted image using the image 
capturing apparatus, the first image data having a first resolution size (c. 4, II. 26-39); 
and attaching a first tag to the first image data for post processing in the host device (c. 
5, II. 22-48), the first tag instructing the host device to convert the first image data from 
the first resolution size to a second resolution size (e.g. "resolution" processing or image 
cropping), wherein the apparatus is programmed to automatically attach the first tag to 
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the first image data once the first image data is generated (c. 5, 1. 59 - c. 6, 1. 4). 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Schuetzle discloses a method further comprising generating 
first image data and a tag field including a first tag (Figure 3); transmitting the image 
data file to the host device (Figure 1 ; Figure 8); and converting (i.e. processing) the first 
image data from the first resolution size to the second resolution size (i.e. "resolution" 
processing or image cropping; c. 5, II. 22-48) according to instructions of the first tag (c. 
9, II. 29-45). 
[claim 6] 

Regarding claim 6, Schuetzle discloses an image capturing device which is a 
digital camera (c. 4, II. 58-66). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Schuetzle discloses a host device which is a computer 
(Figure 1 , Item 20). 
[claim 8] 

Regarding claim 8, Schuetzle discloses a method further comprising prior to 
targeting the image, programming the image capturing apparatus by a user to attach the 
first tag to the first image data (c. 5, 1. 66 - c. 6, 1. 2) 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Schuetzle discloses the host device receiving an image data 
file (Figure 3) including the first image data and the first tag via a communication 
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network ("WIRELESS COMMUNICATION"), 
[claim 22] 

Regarding claim 22, Schuetzle discloses a digital camera comprising an imaging 
device (Figure 1 ; the examiner notes that digital cameras inherently include imaging 
devices); a processor coupled to the imaging device to process image data (Figure 1 , 
Item 38; c. 4, II. 51-55); a memory coupled to the processor (Figure 1 , Item 34 or 35); 
and a program stored in the memory for causing the processor to attach a resolution tag 
to the image data (c. 5, 1. 8 - c. 6, 1. 4). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schuetzle (US 6,762,791) in view of Chen et al. (US 2002/0136450 A1 ). 

[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, Schuetzle discloses all limitations except for a second tag 
instructing the host device to remove red-eye effects from the image data. Chen 
discloses a red-eye detection and removal system which determines whether red-eye 
detection and removal should be applied to an image based on the presence of a "flash" 
tag (Figure 4; paragraphs 0043-0044). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a second tag as 
taught by Chen to remove the effects of red-eye in the images produced by the method 
of Schuetzle. 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Chen discloses performing red-eye processing on the 
presence of a "flash" tag that indicates whether or not a flash device was used in the 
taking of the image data (paragraphs 0043-0044). However, Chen is silent on the 
exposure conditions of the picture (i.e. whether the image was captured in a poorly lit 
environment). Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the camera art to use a 
flash device when photographing a poorly lit environment in order to prevent taking 
underexposed images. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use the flash (and thus include the "flash" 
tag which triggers the red-eye detection and removal processing) at a time when 
photographing is performed in a poorly lit environment. The examiner notes that in such 
a system a tag instructing the host to remove red-eye effects would exist for all cases 
when the image is captured in a poorly lit environment, 
[claim 5] 

Regarding claim 5, Chen discloses a second tag attached to the image if a flash 
light coupled to the image capturing apparatus goes off while capturing the target image 
(paragraphs 0043-0044). 
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5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schuetzle 
(US 6,762,791). 

[claim 9] 

Regarding claim 9, Schuetzle discloses converting a first resolution picture into a 
second picture of a different resolution (i.e. "resolution" processing or image cropping), 
but does not explicitly disclose the first or second resolutions. Official Notice is taken 
that it is well known in the camera art to allow the user to set the resolution for capturing 
pictures and for processing pictures to create images according to the user's wishes. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the user to set the first and second resolutions to create 
pictures in accordance with the user's wishes. 

6. Claims 1 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schuetzle (US 6,762,791 ) in view of Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927) 

[claim 19] 

Regarding claim 19, Schuetzle discloses a digital camera comprising an imaging 
device (Figure 1 ; the examiner notes that digital cameras inherently include imaging 
devices); a processor coupled to the imaging device to process image data (Figure 1, 
Item 38; c. 4, II. 51-55); a first memory coupled to the processor (Figure 1 , Items 35); 
second and third memories (Figure 1 , Item 35; the examiner notes that Schuetzle 
discloses the use of the removable memory 35 in place of the memory 34 on column 4, 
lines 43-45) and a program stored in the third memory (Figure 1 , Item 35) for causing 
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the processor to attach a resolution tag to the image data (c. 5, 1. 8 - c. 6, 1. 4). 
Therefore, it can be seen that Schuetzle lacks a first program stored in the second 
memory for causing the processor to retrieve a communication address stored in the 
first memory to attach a quick-send tag to the image data so that the image data can be 
transmitted via a communication network. 

Parulski discloses a camera that tags images with utilization file information (c. 6, 
II. 33-45; Appendix I) including tags to indicate that an image is to be e-mailed (c. 4, II. 
17-28) to addresses which were previously stored in the camera (c. 4, II. 20-23). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the e-mailing functionality of Parulski in the camera of 
Schuetzle to allow a user to e-mail pictures to selected recipients, 
[claim 20] 

Regarding claim 20, Schuetzle discloses a first memory which is a non-volatile 
removable memory card (Figure 1, Item 35; c. 4, II. 15-45). 
[claim 21] 

Regarding claim 21, Schuetzle discloses a configuration wherein a single 
memory (figure 1 , Item 35) serves as the data storage for the camera. The examiner 
notes that in such a configuration all data must be stored on the only available memory 
and therefore the first, second and third memories of Schuetzle would inherently be the 
same. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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7. Claims 11-18 are allowed, 
[claims 11-18] 

Regarding claims 11-18, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method of 
processing image data comprising: generating first image data representing a targeted 
image using the apparatus, the first image data having a first resolution size; attaching a 
resolution tag to the first image data for post processing in a device other than the 
image capturing apparatus, the resolution tag instructing the device to convert the first 
image data from the first resolution size to a second resolution size; attaching a quick- 
send tag to the first image data for post processing, the quick-send tag designating a 
recipient and instructing the host device to transmit the first image data to the recipient; 
transmitting a first image data file including the first image data and the resolution tag 
and quick-send tag to the host device; and transmitting a second image data file from 
the host device to the recipient according to the quick-send tag via the communication 
network, the second image data file including the resolution tag and a second image 
data corresponding to the first image data, the second image data having the first 
resolution size. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following shows the current state of the art in tagging images 
for later processing: 

i. Anderson etal. US 5,943,093 
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ii. Ishidaetal. US 6,714,204 

iii. Shiota et al. EP 0 838 939 A2 

The following shows the current state of the art in transferring images to external 
devices for later processing: 

i. Tullis US 6,535,243 

ii. Anderson etal. US 6,636,259 

iii. Fredlund etal. US 6,812,962 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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